
'Meet Me in St. Louis’ Makes 
You Glad Just to Be Alive 

By PATRICIA SIMMONS. 
(In the Temporary Absence of Jay Carmody.) 

_times a year (if we are to judge from motion pictun awards) a movie arrives that completely eliminates anv mincing of words Its either that good or that bad. “Meet Me in St. Louis,” which opened today at the Palace, is that good. 
What makes it so is the combination of the simple human touche: 

found in family life in a small town, an honest-to-eoodness storv with 
me same essential nomespun flavor 
of "Going My Way,” “Little Women” 
or "Lassie Come Home.” It’s like a 
piece of home-baked bread, warm 
and wholesome. It’s a picture that 
will bring tears to your eyes, but 
send you away proud of them. It’s 
also a picture whose principal appeal 
hinges on a store of wonderful 
youthful memories which you prob- 
ably thought you had forgotten. 

* * * * 

Everything happens back in the 
“good old days” in St. Louis of 1903 
when mothers made a business of 
raising a family. There were no 
electric mixers or dishwashers or 
vacuum cleaners. Instead mothers 
concocted home-made ketchup, kept 
a hair brush handy and allowed 
children to lick cake pans. Big 
sisters and brothers like Judy Gar- 
land, Lucille Bremer and Henry J. 
Daniels planned gala parties for 
every conceivable holiday, while 
little sisters like Margaret O’Brien 
and Joan Carroll, if they were good, 
were permitted to sneak out in their 
long nighties and peek through 
banister rails. 

As a matter of fact, this Smith? 
family who lived in St. Lopis was 

pretty ordinary any way you look 
at it. They lived, waited and 

Elanned all year for the great St. 
ouis Pair; several members were 

bound to appear at the supper table 
In summertime with a black eye; 
Margaret O'Brien rang door bells 
,end talked about goblins every sin- 
gle Halloween for as long as she 
could remember; each winter snow- 

Where and When 
Current Theater Attractions 

and Time of Showing 
Stage. 

Catholic University—“Tom Thumb 
the Great”: 8:30 p.m. 

National—“Startime”: 8:30 p.m. 
Screen. 

Capitol—“Between Two Women”: 
31 a.m., 1:40, 4:30, 7:15 and 9:55 p.m. 
Stage shows: 12:55, 3:40, 6:25 and 
9:10 p.m. 

Earle—“Together Again”: 10:15 
B.m., 1:10, 4:15, 7:05 and 10 p.m. 
Stage shows: 12:30, 3:25, 6:25 and 
9:20 p.m. 

Columbi a—“Thin Man Goes 
Home”: 11:20 a.m., 1:20, 3:25, 5:25, 
7:30 and 9:30 p.m. 

Keith’s—“Can't Help Singing”: 
31:45 a.m., 1:45, 3:45, 5:45, 7:45 and 
9:45 p.m. 

Little—“A Bill of Divorcement”:! 
11 a.m.. 12:45, 2:30, 4:20, 6:05, 7:55 
and 9:55 p.m. 

Metropolitan — "Hollywood Can- 
teen”: 11:35 a.m., 2:05, 4:35, 7 and 
9:40 p.m. 

Palace—"Meet Me in St. Louis": 
11:35 a.m., 2:05, 4:35, 7:05 and 
9:35 p.m. 

Pix—“Life Dances On”: 3:30, 6:40 
and 9:50 pjm. 

Trans-Lux—News and shorts, con- 
tinuous from 10 a.m. 
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"MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS." an MOM 
picture with Judy Garland and Mergarel 
O’Brien, produced by Arthur Freed, direct- 
ed by Vincente Minnelli, screen play bi 
Irving Brecher and Fred F. Finklehofls 
from the book by Sally Benson. Music by 
Hugh Martin and Ralph Blanc. At th« 
Palace. 

The Cast. 
S'h’er Smith -- Judy Garland 
"Tootle” Smith -Margaret O’Brien 
Mrs. Anna Smith_ Mary Astor 
Rose Smith -Lucille Bremer John Truett Tom Drake 
Katie (maid) -Marjorie Main 
Mr. Alonzo Smith_ Leon Ames 
grandpa -Harry Davenport Ductile Ballard_ June Lockhart 
Lon Smith, Jr-Henry H. Daniels. Jr. Agnes Smith- Joan Carroll 
Col. Darly -Hugh Marlowe Warren Sheffield-Robert Sully 
Mr, Neely -ChUl Wills 

men mysteriously appeared to re- 
semble the people they didn’t like, 
and sooner or later they all fell in 
love with the boy next door. In 
fact, we can’t think of anything 
very extraordinary they did at all. 

air vie vie J. 

In addition to a charming piece of 
Americana the picture also emerges 
as a lively and colorful musical. 
For instance, those seven hit tunes 
which Judy Garland and Margaret 
O'Brien share between them. ,,The 
Trolley Song” enjoyed the distinct 
novelty of being No. 1 song on the 
hit parade even before the picture 
was released. And that’s going 
some! Entirely in technicolor it 
does wonders at enhancing the red- 
headed charm of both Miss Garland 
and Miss Bremer. If anything Mary 
Astor looks too young and lovely to 
be the mother of such a large brood. 
But that’s what life in St. Louis 
did for you in those days. 

Of course, it’s winsome Margaret 
O'Brien as the prevaricating and 
impressionable little Tootle who 
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"A BILL OF DIVORCEMENT”—the inoving story of a father 
and his daughter torn apart by divorce and re-marriage has 
been revived by the Little. John Barrymore and Katherine 
Hepburn head the cast, with Billie Burke in the chief support- 
ing role. 

somehow or other manages to be- 
come your favorite of the Smith 
family. Whether it's helping to de- 
liver ice, burying her dead dolls or 
just plain getting into scrapes, it’s 
Margaret that will probably send 
you back to see the picture again. 
The star of "Canterville Ghost” and 
"Lost Angel” scores another tri- 
umph. So does the entire cast. 
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Correspondent to Speak 
Tris Coffin, Coumbia Broadcasting 

System correspondent, will discuss 
"Europe Following the Peace’* at the 
Jewish Community Center Interna- 
tional Institute at 8:45 p.m. Tues- 
day at the Community Center, Slx- 
teenth and Q streets N.W. 

_AMUSEMENTS 

A gay-with-laughter, 
happy * with surprise 
love affair from M-G-M! 

About a guy who didn't 

want to make love — 

and two lovelies who 

changedJiis mind! 

with B 

LIONEL GLORIA 

BARRYMORE * De HAVEN 
KEENAN WYNN ■ MARILYN MAXWELL 
ALMA KRUGER • MARIE BLAKE ■ KEYE LUKE 

Original Screen Play by Harry Raskin • Directed by 
WILLIS GOLDBECK • A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 

Rapee to Give 
Concert Here 

Brno Rapee, who has achieved 
fame and fortune as musical direc- 
tor of Radio City Music Hall, brings 
his orchestra of 75 instrumentalists 
and vocalists to Constitution Hall 
Monday evening, February 12. In- 
teresting feature of the program will 
be a three-piano rendition of George 
Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue,” 
played by Mildred Victor, Ada Ko- 
petz and Renata Gerve. Tickets for 
the concert are now on sale at 
8now's Concert Bureau. 

* * * * 
Next screen attraction at Warner 

Bros.’s Earle will be the film version 
of Ernest Hemingway's torrid ro- 
mance “To Have and Have Not." 
Starring Humphrey Bogart, the pic- 
ture introduces the year’s most 
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startling discovery, Lauren Bacall. 
The stage review will feature West 
and Lexing. 

* * * * 

Charles Steinmetz has been ap- 
pointed Instructor of dramatics for 
the new semester of the junior arts 
department at the Jewish Com- 
munity Center. At present Mr. 
Steinmetz is completing worlc for 
his master’s degree in speech and 
drama at Catholic University, He 
has also participated in some 20 
productions at the university since 
1940. Children from 7 to 12 are 
eligible to register for study under 
Mr. Steinmetz. 
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DEANNA... in her first TECHNICOLOR triumph! 
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FINEST ALL-TIME PEIFOIMANCE IN 
THE HIST01T OF THE SCIEEH." 

HANS KINDLER, Conductor 
Beethavei 

Fifth Symphony 
Works by JOHANN STRAUSS, MOITON 
SOUll, NAHMS, WEBB, HUMPailNU 

SEATS—00c, 00*. $1.20, $1.00—Natianl Syo- 
Ohany Sax Offlta, Kitt'i, 1330 8 St. NA. 7332; 
ar thrauih Fad Aral Racraatiwtal Cauntalara. 
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Fabraary 7 and I, lilO P. M. 
CONSTITUTION HALL 

THE ONE AND ONLY 

Ballet Russe 
de MONTE CARLO 

Iraatast Stars, Haar Pradaatlaas 
with the NATIONAL SYMPHONY 

SEATS NOW: $1.20, $1.80, $2.40, (0. 
National Symphony Box Office, HITT'S, 

j 1830 G St. No telephone rreerrattone 
accepted. After 6 p.ra.. WILLARD i 

j HOTEL* NA. 8575. 

-TONIGHT at 8:30““"""“ 
CONSTITUTION HALL 

15/30 SERIES 

NATIONAL SYMPHONY 
HANS KINDLER, Conductor 

Solotet 

OSCAR LEVANT 
HIES Pino Concerto; Worts br SEKSHWIN, 

HOZAtT, WAHH, HAMMS 
Single Soatai $1.80, $1.80. $8.40; 
Serlee Ticket, (S Concert,): $2.10, 
$3.30, $4.20. National Sjrnphonj Box 
Office, Kltt's, 1330 G St. NA. 1332. 
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Doors Open 10:45 Lost Footers 9:35 

FIGHT INFANTILE PARALYSIS—JOIN THE MARCH OF DIMES 


